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Рис. 1. Ареал степного орла (Aquila nipalensis). 
Условные обозначения: 1 – границы стран, 2 – по-
пуляции, 3 – гнездовой ареал, 4 – область кочёвок, 
5 – зимовки, 6 – моря и океаны.

Fig. 1. Range of the Steppe Eagle (Aquila nipalensis). 
Legend: 1 – country borders, 2 – populations, 3 – 
breeding range, 4 – nomadic areas, 5 – wintering 
grounds, 6 – seas and oceans.

Контакт:
Игорь Карякин
ikar_research@mail.ru

Contact:
Igor Karyakin
ikar_research@mail.ru 

Currently, the Steppe Eagle (Aquila nipa-
lensis) is included in the IUCN Red List as 
“Endangered” due to a serious population 
decline, mainly in the European part of 
Russia. Over the past 20 years the distri-
bution of the Steppe Eagle has been well 
studied within the framework of RRRCN 
activities, thanks largely to the support of 
the UNDP/GEF/MNR project “Improving 
the coverage and management efficien-
cy of protected areas in the steppe biome 
of Russia”. Therefore, we no longer need 
to expect the detection of large popula-
tion nuclei outside the known range. The 
modern continuous Steppe Eagle breed-
ing range extends through the arid zones 
of southern Russia and Kazakhstan from 
Kalmykia in the west to Dauria in the east, 
the northern boundary of the distribution 
is limited to the northern boundary of the 
steppes (including steppe hollows of the 
Southern Siberia mountains), the southern 
boundary – to the northern deserts. Small 
isolates, away from the continuous breed-
ing range, are also found in Turkey and 
China, but the population level in them is 
extremely low. 

The current Steppe Eagle population size 
is estimated at 25,500–46,065 breeding 
pairs, 20,950–31,570 pairs of which nest 
in Kazakhstan (68.5–82.2% of the world 
species population), 2,640–3,945 pairs 

Â наñòîяùåå âрåмя ñòåïнîé îрёл (Aquila ni-
palensis) âнåñён â êаòåгîрèю «угрîжаåмûõ» 
Краñнîгî лèñòа МÑОÏ èç-çа ñåрьёçнîгî 
ñîêраùåнèя ÷èñлåннîñòè, ïрåèмуùåñòâåн-
нî â Åâрîïåéñêîé ÷аñòè Рîññèè. Раñïрî-
ñòранåнèå ñòåïнîгî îрла çа ïîñлåднèå 20 
лåò èçу÷åнî дîñòаòî÷нî õîрîшî â рамêаõ 
аêòèâнîñòåé RRRCN, âî мнîгîм благîдаря 
ïîддåржêå ïрîåêòа ÏРООН/ГЭФ/МÏР «Ñî-
âåршåнñòâîâанèå ñèñòåмû è мåõанèçмîâ 
уïраâлåнèя ООÏТ â ñòåïнîм бèîмå Рîññèè». 
Ïîэòîму îжèдаòь âûяâлåнèя êруïнûõ ïîïу-
ляцèîннûõ ядåр çа ïрåдåламè èçâåñòнîгî 
арåала, ужå нå ïрèõîдèòñя. Ñîâрåмåннûé 
ñïлîшнîé гнåçдîâîé арåал ñòåïнîгî îрла 
раñïрîñòраняåòñя ÷åрåç арèднûå çîнû юга 
Рîññèè è Каçаõñòана îò Калмûêèè на çаïа-
дå дî Äаурèè на âîñòîêå, ñåâåрная гранèца 
раñïрîñòранåнèя îгранè÷åна ñåâåрнîé гра-
нèцåé ñòåïåé (âêлю÷ая ñòåïнûå êîòлîâèнû 
гîр Южнîé Ñèбèрè), южная – ñåâåрнûмè 
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(8.6–10.4%) – in Russia. But if we can talk 
about acceptable accuracy of the popula-
tion estimate for Russia and Kazakhstan, 
then there are no accurate estimates for 
Mongolia. Here, nesting from 1,500–
2,000 (Bold, Boldbaatar, 1999) to 6,500–
9,900 pairs of Steppe Eagles is expect-
ed. The fact that the number of eagles in 
Mongolia is higher than the minimum es-
timate is indicated by the regular flight of 
up to 6,166–8,684 steppe eagles through 
the observation point in Nepal (Subedi, 
2015). However, it is still unknown where 
the population nucleus is located in Mon-
golia. Regular studies in its western part 
show that the part of the West Mongolian 
population, concentrated in the territory 
of Mongolia, is by times lower in terms of 
density than similar groupings in the ad-
jacent territories of Russia – in the Altai 
and Tyva republics. Apparently, the large 
number of steppe eagles in Mongolia is 
concentrated in the Central Mongolian 
and Dauria populations, but the direct-
ed registration of this species, similar to 
one conducted in Russia and Kazakhstan, 
has not been conducted there yet. Con-
sequently, further efforts to determine 
the world population of the steppe eagle 
should be concentrated primarily in Cen-
tral and Eastern Mongolia. 

Monitoring of the key populations in 
Kazakhstan and Russia shows a steady 
decrease in the number of Steppe Ea-
gles in the European part of Russia and in 
Western Kazakhstan. However, the pop-
ulation level remains more or less stable 
in South Siberia and, probably, in East 
Kazakhstan. Decrease in the number of 
the Steppe Eagle in its western part of 
the range occurs against the background 
of increase in the number of the Long-
legged Buzzard (Buteo rufinus) and the 
Imperial Eagle (Aquila heliaca). They 
feed on the same objects of prey as the 
steppe eagle, and inhabit the biotopes 
identical to the Steppe Eagles’ biotopes. 
And the decrease in the number of the 
Steppe Eagle against the background of 
the increase in the number of other spe-
cies, ground squirrels eaters, seems very 
strange.   

Along the entire Steppe Eagle range, in-
cluding its stable populations in South Si-
beria, the large-scale leave of adult birds 
and rejuvenation of breeding pairs are ob-
served. In fact, every 4 years the death and 
change of partner is observed in the mon-
itored breeding territories of the Steppe 

ïуñòûнямè. Нåбîльшèå èçîляòû, удалåннûå 
îò ñïлîшнîгî гнåçдîâîгî арåала, èмåюòñя 
òаêжå â Турцèè è Кèòаå, îднаêî ÷èñлåннîñòь 
â нèõ êраéнå нèçêа.

Ñîâрåмåнная ÷èñлåннîñòь ïîïуляцèè 
ñòåïнîгî îрла îцåнèâаåòñя â 25500–46065 
раçмнîжаюùèõñя ïар, èç êîòîрûõ â Каçаõ-
ñòанå гнåçдèòñя 20950–31570 ïар (68,5–
82,2% îò мèрîâîé ïîïуляцèè âèда), â Рîñ-
ñèè 2640–3945 ïар (8,6–10,4%). Нî åñлè 
для Рîññèè è Каçаõñòана мîжнî гîâîрèòь î 
ïрèåмлåмîé òî÷нîñòè îцåнêè ÷èñлåннîñòè, 
òî для Мîнгîлèè, òî÷нûõ îцåнîê ÷èñлåннî-
ñòè нåò. Здåñь лèшь ïрåдïîлагаåòñя гнåçдî-
âанèå îò 1,5–2 òûñ. ïар (Bold, Boldbaatar, 
1999) дî 6500–9900 ïар ñòåïнûõ îрлîâ. 
На òî, ÷òî ÷èñлåннîñòь â Мîнгîлèè âûшå 
мèнèмальнîé îцåнêè уêаçûâаåò è рåгуляр-
нûé ïрîлёò дî 6166–8684 ñòåïнûõ îрлîâ 
÷åрåç òî÷êу наблюдåнèя â Нåïалå (Subedi, 
2015). Однаêî, гдå наõîдèòñя ïîïуляцèîн-
нîå ядрî â Мîнгîлèè дî ñèõ ïîр нåèçâåñò-
нî. Рåгулярнûå èññлåдîâанèя â åё çаïаднîé 
÷аñòè ïîêаçûâаюò, ÷òî ÷аñòь çаïаднî-мîн-
гîльñêîé ïîïуляцèè, ñîñрåдîòî÷åнная на 
òåррèòîрèè Мîнгîлèè на ïîрядîê нèжå ïî 
ïîêаçаòåлям ïлîòнîñòè, ÷åм аналîгè÷нûå 
груïïèрîâêè на ñîïрåдåльнûõ òåррèòî-
рèяõ Рîññèè – â рåñïублèêå Àлòаé è Тûâа. 
Âèдèмî îñнîâнîé çаïаñ ñòåïнûõ îрлîâ â 
Мîнгîлèè ñîñрåдîòî÷åн â Цåнòральнî-
мîнгîльñêîé è Äаурñêîé ïîïуляцèяõ, нî 
òам дî ñèõ ïîр нå ïрîâîдèлîñь цåлåâûõ 
у÷ёòîâ эòîгî âèда, ïîдîбнûм òåм, êîòîрûå 
âåлèñь â Рîññèè è Каçаõñòанå. Ñлåдîâаòåль-
нî, дальнåéшèå уñèлèя ïî îïрåдåлåнèю 
мèрîâîé ÷èñлåннîñòè ñòåïнîгî îрла дîлж-
нû бûòь ñîñрåдîòî÷åнû â ïåрâую î÷åрåдь 
на Цåнòральнîé è Âîñòî÷нîé Мîнгîлèè.

Мîнèòîрèнг îñнîâнûõ ïîïуляцèé â Ка-
çаõñòанå è Рîññèè ïîêаçûâаåò нåуêлîннîå 
ñîêраùåнèå ÷èñлåннîñòè ñòåïнîгî îрла â 
Åâрîïåéñêîé ÷аñòè Рîññèè è â Заïаднîм 
Каçаõñòанå, нî â Южнîé Ñèбèрè è, âåрî-
яòнî, â Âîñòî÷нîм Каçаõñòанå, ÷èñлåннîñòь 
îñòаёòñя бîлåå èлè мåнåå ñòабèльнîé. Ñî-
êраùåнèå ÷èñлåннîñòè ñòåïнîгî îрла â åгî 
çаïаднîé ÷аñòè арåала ïрîèñõîдèò на фîнå 
рîñòа ÷èñлåннîñòè êурганнèêа (Buteo ru-
finus) è îрла-мîгèльнèêа (Aquila heliaca), 
ïèòаюùèõñя òåмè жå îбъåêòамè дîбû÷è, 
÷òî è ñòåïнîé îрёл, è наñåляюùèõ èдåн-
òè÷нûå ñòåïнûм îрлам бèîòîïû. И ñîêра-
ùåнèå ÷èñлåннîñòè èмåннî ñòåïнîгî îрла 
на фîнå рîñòа ÷èñлåннîñòè другèõ âèдîâ-
ñуñлèêîåдîâ êажåòñя âåñьма ñòраннûм. 

На âñём ïрîòяжåнèè арåала ñòåïнîгî 
îрла, âêлю÷ая åгî ñòабèльнûå ïîïуляцèè 
â Южнîé Ñèбèрè, наблюдаåòñя маñшòаб-
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Eagle. This indicates a large-scale death of 
birds. But where and how it happens re-
mains unknown. 

It is known that the Steppe Eagle is 
more at risk of dying on 6–10 kV power 
lines than other large raptors. This lim-
iting factor is quite serious, but areas of 
increased death of eagles on power lines 
are local and cannot cause such a large-
scale death of birds, which would explain 
the observed leave in populations within 
the entire range of the species. Recov-
eries of rings from migration routes and 
wintering grounds show that steppe ea-
gles often become victims of poachers 
and die as a result of poisoning in land-
fills – the scale of the latter phenome-
non has not been studied at all. Priority 
researches in the future should be aimed 
specifically at assessment of the Steppe 
Eagles’ death on migration routes and 
wintering grounds. 

It is very likely that the whole set of 
factors from power lines to the killing 
determines decrease in the Steppe Ea-
gle population in the western part of the 
range. It can be assumed that in the east-
ern part of the species range there fac-
tors taken together are less active, there-
fore the populations are more stable, but 
this does not correlate with population 
dynamics of other species that make 
long-distance migrations through China. 
That is why, it is of highest importance 
to study the migration strategy of Steppe 
Eagles from western and eastern popu-
lations. 

Most Steppe Eagles nest on the ground, 
that is why this species is more vulnera-
ble, compared to other species of eagles. 
Of course, the leave as a result of unsuc-

нûé îòõîд âçрîñлûõ ïòèц è îмîлîжåнèå 
раçмнîжаюùèõñя ïар. Фаêòè÷åñêè êаж-
дûå 4 гîда на êîнòрîлèруåмûõ гнåçдîâûõ 
òåррèòîрèяõ ñòåïнîгî îрла наблюдаåòñя 
гèбåль è çамåна ïарòнёра. Âñё эòî гîâî-
рèò î маñшòабнîé гèбåлè ïòèц. Нî гдå îна 
наблюдаåòñя è îò ÷åгî ïрîèñõîдèò дî ñèõ 
ïîр нå èçâåñòнî.

Иçâåñòнî, ÷òî ñòåïнîé îрёл ïîдâåржåн 
бîлåå другèõ êруïнûõ õèùнèêîâ гèбåлè на 
ЛЭÏ 6–10 êÂ. Эòîò лèмèòèруюùèé фаêòîр 
дîñòаòî÷нî ñåрьёçåн, нî у÷аñòêè ïîâûшåн-
нîé гèбåлè îрлîâ на ЛЭÏ лîêальнû è нå 
мîгуò âûçûâаòь òаêую маñшòабную гèбåль 
ïòèц, êîòîрая бû îбъяñняла наблюдаåмûé 
îòõîд â ïîïуляцèяõ â ïрåдåлаõ âñåгî арå-
ала âèда. Âîçâраòû êîлåц ñ мèграцèîннûõ 
маршруòîâ è мåñò çèмîâêè ïîêаçûâаюò, ÷òî 
ñòåïнûå îрлû ÷аñòî ñòанîâяòñя жåрòâамè 
браêîньåрîâ è гèбнуò â рåçульòаòå îòраâ-
лåнèя на ñâалêаõ – маñшòабû ïîñлåднåгî 
яâлåнèя нå èçу÷åнû âîîбùå. Имåннî на 
îцåнêу гèбåлè ñòåïнûõ îрлîâ на ïуòяõ мè-
грацèè è çèмîâêè дîлжнû бûòь наïраâлåнû 
ïåрâîî÷åрåднûå èññлåдîâанèя â будуùåм. 

Âåñьма âåрîяòнî, ÷òî âñя ñîâîêуïнîñòь 
фаêòîрîâ îò ЛЭÏ дî îòñòрåла îïрåдåляåò 
ñîêраùåнèå ÷èñлåннîñòè ñòåïнîгî îрла â 
çаïаднîé ÷аñòè арåала. Мîжнî ïрåдïîлî-
жèòь, ÷òî â âîñòî÷нîé ÷аñòè арåала âèда эòè 
фаêòîрû â êîмïлåêñå дåéñòâуюò мåньшå, 
ïîэòîму ïîïуляцèè бîлåå ñòабèльнû, нî эòî 
нå êîррåлèруåò ñ дèнамèêîé ÷èñлåннîñòè 
другèõ âèдîâ, ñîâåршаюùèõ дальнèå мèгра-
цèè ÷åрåç Кèòаé. Ïîэòîму êраéнå âажнî èñ-
ñлåдîâаòь мèграцèîнную ñòраòåгèю ñòåïнûõ 
îрлîâ èç çаïаднûõ è âîñòî÷нûõ ïîïуляцèé.

Бîльшèнñòâî ñòåïнûõ îрлîâ гнåçдèòñя 
на çåмлå, â рåçульòаòå ÷åгî эòîò âèд бîлåå 
уяçâèм, ïî ñраâнåнèю ñ другèмè âèдамè 
îрлîâ. Кîнå÷нî, îòõîд â рåçульòаòå нåуда÷-

Ñòðàíà 
Country

Оöåíêà 
чèñëåííîñòè, пàðû 
Estimation of popu-
lation number, pairs

Äîëÿ îò ìèðîâîé 
пîпóëÿöèè, % 
Share of world 
population, %

Äèíàìèêà чèñëåííîñòè зà пîñëåäíèå 5–6 ëåò 
Trend of the population number for the last 5–6 

years

Каçаõñòан / Kazakhstan 20950–31570 68.5–82.2 Ñîêраùåнèå / Decrease

Рîññèя / Russia 2640–3945 8.6–10.4 Ñîêраùåнèå â Åâрîïåéñêîé ÷аñòè, ñòабèльна, 
мåñòамè раñòёò, â Àçèаòñêîé ÷аñòè / The reduction 

in the European part is stable or local increase in 
the Asian part

Мîнгîлèя / Mongolia 1500–9900 5.9–21.5 Нåò даннûõ / No data

Кèòаé / China 400–600 1.3–1.6 Нåò даннûõ / No data

Äругèå ñòранû 
Other countries

10–50 0.1 Нåò даннûõ / No data

МИÐ / WORLD 25500–46065

Табл. 1. Оценка численности степного орла (Aquila nipalensis) в Мире.

Table 1. Estimation of the population number of the Steppe Eagle (Aquila nipalensis) in the World.
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cessful breeding is partly compensated 
by the high level of reproduction of the 
Steppe Eagle: up to 4 nestlings in good 
years, with an average brood of about 2 
nestlings per successful nest (Barashkova 
et al., 2016; Karyakin et al., 2016). But, 
steppe fires and pasturing significantly 
influence on the reduction in breeding 
success of whole nesting groupings. For 
example, in Kazakhstan hundreds of nests 
are destroyed annually by steppe fires, but 
the overall estimate of nests destruction 
is still unknown, although it would seem 
that it is easily made by satellite images. 
There are no complete data on negative 
effects of weather conditions and other 
biotic factors on the steppe eagle popula-
tions and feed depressions. Observations 
in the Astrakhan and Volgograd regions of 
Russia in 2013–2015 showed a sufficient-
ly high and large-scale leave of nestlings 
because of black flies attack. In 2018 in 
Tuva, a cold snap with hail in July caused 
irreparable loss to the grouping as a result 
of fledging nestlings deaths. However, 
any assessments of the influence of such 
phenomena on local steppe eagle popu-
lations have not been published yet. This 
requires further studies to model the via-
bility of the steppe eagle populations.

нîгî гнåçдîâанèя îò÷аñòè êîмïåнñèруåòñя 
âûñîêèм урîâнåм раçмнîжåнèя ñòåïнîгî 
îрла: дî 4-õ ïòåнцîâ â благîïрèяòнûå гîдû, 
ïрè ñрåднåм âûâîдêå îêîлî 2 ïòåнцîâ на 
уñïåшнîå гнåçдî (Барашêîâа è др., 2016; 
Каряêèн è др., 2016). Нî, ñòåïнûå ïалû è 
âûïаñ ñуùåñòâåннî âлèяюò на ñîêраùåнèå 
уñïåшнîñòè цåлûõ гнåçдîâûõ груïïèрîâîê. 
Â Каçаõñòанå, наïрèмåр, â ñòåïнûõ ïалаõ 
åжåгîднî ïîгèбаюò ñîòнè гнёçд, нî îбùая 
îцåнêа гèбåлè гнёçд дî ñèõ ïîр нå èçâåñò-
на, õîòя, êаçалîñь бû, îна лåгêî âû÷èñля-
åòñя ïî êîñмîñнèмêам. Нåò ïîлнîцåннûõ 
даннûõ ïî нåгаòèâнîму âлèянèю на ïîïу-
ляцèè ñòåïнûõ îрлîâ è дåïрåññèé êîрмîâ, 
нåгаòèâнûõ êлèмаòè÷åñêèõ уñлîâèé è дру-
гèõ бèîòè÷åñêèõ фаêòîрîâ. Наблюдåнèя 
â Àñòраõанñêîé è Âîлгîградñêîé îблаñòяõ 
Рîññèè â 2013–2015 гг. ïîêаçалè âûñîêèé 
è дîñòаòî÷нî маñшòабнûé îòõîд ïòåнцîâ 
èç-çа çаåданèя èõ мîшêîé. Â 2018 г. â Туâå 
êраòêîâрåмåннîå ïîõîлîданèå ñ градîм â 
èюлå нанåñлî нåïîïраâèмûé урîн груï-
ïèрîâêå â рåçульòаòå гèбåлè îïåряюùèõñя 
ïòåнцîâ. Однаêî êаêèõ-лèбî îцåнîê âлèя-
нèя ïîдîбнûõ яâлåнèé на лîêальнûå ïîïу-
ляцèè ñòåïнîгî îрла дî ñèõ нå îïублèêîâа-
нî è эòî òрåбуåò дальнåéшèõ èññлåдîâанèé 
для мîдåлèрîâанèя жèçнåñïîñîбнîñòè ïî-
ïуляцèé ñòåïнîгî îрла.

Табл. 2. Оценка численности степного орла в России.

Table 2. Estimation of the population number of the Steppe Eagle in Russia.

Àäìèíèñòðàòèâíûé ðåãèîí 
Administrative region

Оöåíêà чèñëåííîñòè, пàðû 
Estimation of population number, pairs

Äèíàìèêà чèñëåííîñòè зà пîñëåäíèå 5–6 ëåò 
Trend of the population number for the last 5–6 years

Рîñòîâñêая îблаñòь 5–10 Нåò даннûõ / No data

Ñòаâрîïîльñêèé êраé 5–10 Нåò даннûõ / No data

Рåñïублèêа Äагåñòан 5–10 Нåò даннûõ / No data

Рåñïублèêа Калмûêèя 405–720 Ñîêраùåнèå / Decrease

Àñòраõанñêая îблаñòь 50–100 Ñîêраùåнèå / Decrease

Âîлгîградñêая îблаñòь 300–500 Ñîêраùåнèå / Decrease

Ñараòîâñêая îблаñòь 100–200 Ñîêраùåнèå / Decrease

Ñамарñêая îблаñòь 5–10 Ñèльнîå ñîêраùåнèå / Strong decrease

Орåнбургñêая îблаñòь 200–350 Ñîêраùåнèå / Decrease

Рåñïублèêа Башêîрòîñòан Иñ÷åç / Extinct

Чåлябèнñêая îблаñòь Иñ÷åç / Extinct

Еâðîпåéñêàÿ чàñòь Ðîññèè 1075–1910 Ñîêðàщåíèå / Decrease

Àлòаéñêèé êраé 270–280 Ñòабèльна / Stably

Рåñïублèêа Àлòаé 400–600 Ñòабèльна / Stably

Рåñïублèêа Хаêаñèя 250–280 Ñòабèльна / Stably

Краñнîярñêèé êраé 95–120 Ñòабèльна / Stably

Рåñïублèêа Тûâа 320–400 Âîññòанаâлèâаåòñя / Recovering

Ирêуòñêая îблаñòь 5–10 Раñòёò / Increase

Рåñïублèêа Буряòèя 60–70 Ñòабèльна / Stably

Забаéêальñêèé êраé 165–275 Ñòабèльна / Stably

Àзèàòñêàÿ чàñòь Ðîññèè 1565–2035 Ñòàáèëьíà / Stably
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